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For I am in a ſtrait betwixt two, baving 4 deſare 40 depart, and to 
be wit bChriſt, "__ far better, Phil. 1, 23. 

We are confident , and willing rather toe abſent from the 
Body, and to py Fo ent with the Lord, 2 Cor. 5. 8. 

Then ſhall the Duſt retun to the Earth as it was; and the In 
ſhall return its God who gave it, Eccle(. 12. 7. 
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A SE an n preached at the Funeral of 
Mr. Willem Reeve, a Miniſter of Chrilt, 


On Pail. 1-21, — To dieis Gaim. 


ſo of theſe words we have now read z which Epiſtle is di 

reed to the Saints and Believers more general, and to the 

—_—_ and Deacons in particular, the 
who were Men entruſted with Heavenly and Earthly Treaſures, 
and had a Lg to diſtribute them to the Uſe of the Peoples Souls 
and Bodies, and to give up their Accounts like faithful Steivards ing 4 
the Great Day of Accounts : Theſe few words, with: thoſe that” '* 
are precedent, concomitant, and conſequent, contain an Abridg- 
ment of the three great Points, that have relation to the three great 
Ends of our being placed for a Time in this preſent World ; that is; 
God's Glory, our Souls Felicity, and doing good to others as we 


0 Pas! the great Apoſtle is the Author of this Epiſtle, and 


have Opportunity. þ 
Firſt, To remember and conſider we are not our own, we are 
bought with a dear Price, t we are to gloriſy God in Body 


and Spirit, for we are his by right of Purchaſe. c- 

Secondly, In order to our Souls Felicity, to be provident and. di- 
ligent co live to Chriſt the whole Term of our Life 4 that we may 
for ever live with Chriſt after the time of our Death z that we may 
fay with St. Pan, For me to live is Chriſt, and to die is Gain, 

Thirdly, The doing Good to others. St. Pasl doth value the Good 
of others to that degree, that he ballances the les Need and ' 
Profit with and againſt his own great Gain and Comfort. 

But we are invited by this ſolemn Occafion to the words of our 
Text, To die s Gain. Thele few words contain a ſhort Breviate, yer 
have 4 tendency to a twofold "Wit and may be divided into 

- 4 two 


35 Eo Pits.. die, relates to an Eſtate Mutable and Mortal. 
- 1s Gain, reſpects an Eſtate. Immortal and Eternal.” Our Author is 


4B Deceaſed was a Mini 
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of the Goſpel 3 and-our Brother now 
Servant of -Chriſt. Conſidering theſe 
few words with the Scope of the Place, it gives us an occaſion to 
conclude upon this Do&rinal Obſervation z namely, 


St. Panl, a W | 


" When the Lord calls his Miniſters to their long home, it's the Peoples Liſs, 
but the Miniſters great Gain; 


Godlineſs 2 Contentment is great Gain, 1 Tim, 6.6. In which 
Doctrine I am conſonant to the Wiſeman Se/omer, that eminent 
Author, who was both a Prince and Preacher, Eccleſ. 12, Becauſe 
Man goes to his long Home, and the Mourners go about the Streets, Then 
ſball the Duſt retmrn to the Earth as it war, and the Spirit ſhall return to 
God who gaveit, And St. Pawl'in this firſt of the Philippians, verſe 2.3. 
diſcovers his Intent 5 Having a deſire to depart, and to be with Chriſt, 
which i: much and far better, And as it may be read, which is beſt of 
all : this his deſiring tobe with Chriſt could not be in the Grave, for 
Chriſt isnor there. If he ſo much deſires Chriſt's Preſence, it muſt 
be where Chriſt is in/Refidence ; according as St. Paw! words it in 
another Place, where he rather defires to be abſent from the Body, 
that he might be preſent wich the Lord. Soul and Body muſt part 
for a Time, and go to their Places, and afterwards ſhall be reunited 
again: The Lord ſhall change our vile Body, that it may be faſhioned like wnt» 
hit gloriow Body : And ſo ſhall we ever be withthe Lord, 1g order to the 
further Probation and Confirmation of this Doctrine, namely, hen 
the Lord talls his Minifters to their long Home, that it's the Peoples great 
Loſs, and the Miniſters great Gain, I have three things to (hey 


Firf, That the Lord hath been pleaſed of late, ro-call ſome of 
" - his Eminent Miniſters to their long Home. 

Secondly, Thar it's the Peoples great Lols. 

Thirdly, Flat it's Chriſt's Miniſters great Gain: 


Firſt, To prove the Lord hath called ſome of his Ambaſſadors 
and publick Miniſters-by Death to their Graves, even to the Houſe 
appointed for all Living : they have done their Work, ended their 
Days, and are laid downto ſleepin their Graves ; they are gone to 
zeſt, put off cheir Tabernacles, and fallen aflkep. with their _—_ 
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and there are to remain until the Morning of the Reſurrection; R 
ne and res 


they have given us the. Time of their Departures, and the Names” 
of the Perſons, even ſeveral worthy Men, eminent for Parts, pain- © 
fal in their Labours, very uſeful in their reſpeRtive Places, and very- 
Inſtrumental and Succe(sful in their Indeavours ; which have been- * 
lately taken frotn us both inghe City and Country z and as we know- 
it is our great Loſs, ſo we believe ut is their great Gain. "And fo 
muchihall be ſpoken touching the firſt thing, | 

Secondly, To demonſtrate the Peoples great Loſs. Chris Mini-- 

* ſters are called Ambaſſadors, ſeat forth by their great Soveraign © * 
Lord and Maſter, to treat with Sinners and difloya) Perſons touch- 
ing Peace and Reconciliation berween God and their precious Souls, 
as ſaith St. Paul, 1 am an Ambaſſador in Chriſt's ſtead, to beſeech you to 
be reconciled. ts Ged, Now when the Lord calls his Ambaſſadors 
Home, it's a great Loſs to the: People, and a ſign God hath a Con- 
troverly with them, for not regarding, and not imbracing his. Mel- 
ſengers, who were (ent forth for the good of their precious Souls. 
When Princes call home their Ambaſladors, it's a (ign they intend 
mu with the Inbabicants.: let us bring it home to our own Con- 

tions. 
1, Chris Miniſters are called Paſtors or Shepherds, to ſeed and 
rule the Church of God which he hath purchaſed with his own Blood. Now 

{/ when a good Shepherd is taken from his Flock, the Sheep are at a 

"3 great LoGs, and are apt to ſcatrer and wander like Sheep without a 

Shepherd, and are liable co manifold Dangers and Damages, and very 
fubjeR- co feed in unwholeſome Paſtures ; that inſtead of fatning 
chem, do-infe& and corrupt chem... As this is true Temporal!ly, (0 
it's true Spiricually : let Chriſt's little Flock - have a care of them- 

felves, and look diligeatly to their precious Souls. . 
2. Chriſt's Miniſters are Stewards in Gad's Family here on the 
Earth, and are intruſted ro make Provifton for their Sou's that are 
of. his Family, and to give the Houſho!d their portions of Meat in 
due Seaſon, and co direc all” in the Houſh3}d into their reſpective 

Duties. and to be diligent aad. fachful in their ſeveral Places and 
Imployments. Now, when a fairhful Steward comes to die, it's a 
great loſs to ſuch a Family: thus it is when the Vellel is broken o_ 
ule; 


3 
"# 

 - 
mt. | 
"MM | 
a | 

4 

- - 

LO 
T | 


—Y. 


: 
: 


"# 
+32 
— , 


= 


F uſed tohold and impart to t 


© Refreſhing and Satisfying of their hungry-and thirſty Souls. 
23% Souls, even to' give them warning . of appro 
| \ their 
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(6) 
| Mohan Proviſions and Heaven 

Treaſures, ' and the Conduits pulled down which uſed to run livi 

Waters for the Benefit of the Houſhold of God, in order co 


. Chriſt's Miniſters are Watchmen, and watch for the Peoples 
: ing Dangers by the 


achin 
| orld, the Fleth, and che Devil os iemies. Theſe 
are our greateſt Dangers, and our worſt Adverſaries, that make 
* « Wara t againſt our Souls 3 and to exhort them to take their 
ſpiritual Weapons into their Hands, and like Souldiers of 


iſt ſtand up in the Defence of their precious Souls. Now when 
the Watchman is taken away that ſhould give warning of the pre- 
ſent Dangers,” and incourage in their Souls Welfare, it's a very 
eat Damage, and a dangerous Lofs to Chriſtians, and to Chriſtian 
ouldiers, and may expoſe them to the Hazard of being taken Cap- 
tive by mercileſs | A. ty 


#* 4. Chriſt's Miniſters are Guides to the Peoples Sonls, which is a 


far greater Charge than co be a guide to on, even to guide che 
People in their Journey through the Wild of this World, to 
their Heavenly Country. Now to loſe a faithful- Guide is a great 
Lofs to Travellers, and eſpecially in Wilderneſs-way, and where are 
ipnorane People which cannot dire them the right Way z and be- 

ides there are many falſe Guides which will miſdire& even out of 
the Path chat leads to everlaſting Life.” By all that we have ſaid up+ 
on the whole Martter, a true and faithful Guide is v recious, 
and the Lofs of him is a very gre#t Loſs ; yet nevertheleſs tho we 
ought to lay theſe things to Heart, and ſenſibly ro mourn and lament 
our great Loſs, yet ſo as to reſerve Faith and Hope in God, chat he 
will be pleaſed pon our mpegnes Contrition, to pardon our 
Treſpaſles, in not duly valuing ſuch eminent and worthy Inſtruments 
while we did enjoy them, but tobe made ro prize chem'Mthe loſs 
and wantof them, We know onr God is able to raiſe up more in 


* their Places, to fill up the Numbers, make up the Breaches, repair 


our Loſſes, how, by whom, and whenſoever he pleaſes; 


 Thirdy, Todie is a faithful Miniſter's great Gain he is the moſt 
provident Man that makes a Profit by his Life, and a Gain at his 


© Death, whether he be atrae Miniſter or erue Believer. This Gain 


or great Advantage, conſiſts of rwo general Parts. | 
Firſts 


2nd Da; 
the ry RT Dice weighty Office 
aver gf Cats, ot in watching for, and guidi 

yomn yg nn ing the Truth 
ſtle calls it a 


in 
ing againſt ti Oppoſes Adverſaries. The A 
Baring in {1 Cauſe, and a Contending and Fighting for the 
2. .Death hs caſech Chuil' Miniſters and other Clan hop 
that inward War and Combate, which Chriſt's miniſtring Ser-- 
- vants and 'others meet withal within themſelves, as this = 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of 4 Law in his Member: that wars againft the Law of 
his Mind, that brings him into Captivity to the Law of Sin, pegs 
and in another , faith, The Fleſh luſfteth againit the nr 
the Spirit again 1 Fig, ſo that ye cannot ds the thin ngs ye would, 
St. Peter exhorts $06 abſtain from fle A ny which Why 
fight againft the Soul, Now he that's pa oy Hour is 
Ron delivered and acquitted from his ht 


br: ;. The Dead that diein the Lord, are alſo freed from the I 
icies of evil Times, and alſo from the 19 mr and of 
troublelom and penillous Days,. and from the Hands. of cruel Op- 


'. pr "which we that are alive are yet ſubje& toz and Miniſters 
If any Change be that Chriſtians mult ſuffer, they will 
| _ at the Leaders and Miniſters : and as St. Pas! (peaks, 


$in Chriſt, or for Chriſt, are manifeſt in all the Pa- - 
lace, = ig all other places bue they which have paſt through 
Death, are paſt all the Traubles and Calamities of this Life, and 
allo from the Dread and Danger of the ſecond Death. 
+ There are many Diſeaſes and manifold Temptations that we 
hat are yet alive are liable to, both of Body and Mind, and 
woes Aches, and Pains, and Sickneſſes of Body, and ſometimes 
2 Torments, ſo that the Parties. rather deſire Death than 


CO EEE IEINE lo reſpot they 4 
Families - |. 
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* Families and Relations, 
Child cg | 
F Le © all which makes good that old Saying, That this is a World 


=y 


-put off their Tabernacles, and are Jai 
' Graves. 
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proving Crimes that bring upon us dangerous and 


by reaſon of unnatural and miſctrrfing | 
N ighbours and ſometimes falſe Bree 


| 


and treacherous Neighbours, 
f AMition:. all which Advetſities they are wholly delivered 
and freed from, who are called /" þ by- Death, '' who *have 

down to ſleep in theic 


*"#. There is yet another War or Fight of AMiion to encounter 


- With; Death,' called the King of Terrors, and a Terror to Kings 


Und others. The Life of Chriſtians is a Life of Wars ;/ we that 
are yet alive know not what it is to die: as the'wiſe Man S»lomen 


A 2 ſpeaks, There's no Man hath Power over the Spirit to retain the 


Spirit, Eccleſ. 3. 21, neither hath he Power over Death and there 
is no Diſcharge in that War, which War ends all Wars: yet'to- 
2 faichful Miniſter or true Believer, Death, as one obſerves, is-the 
laſt end of all Troables, Wars and Sorrows 3 the Bed of all Reft, 
the Gate of Gladriefs, the Port of Paradiſe, the Haven of heaven- 
ly Happineſs, the Harbour from all Miſery, and the Entrance to all 
Felicity. And ſo we are brought upon the ſecond general Part of a 
dying Man's great Advantage and everlaſting Gain : as St;\Pau! de- 
clares where he would be, and whither he would go, ſaying, 7 de- 
ſire to depart and tobe with Chriſt, which is much and far better, or Which 
is beſt of all. | | 4 

(1,) In reſpe& of that glorious Society and bleſſed Company, it 
may be called ineſtimable Felicity z . becauſe che Saints ſhall enjoy 
the Preſence of the Bleſſed Trinity, where. we ſhall have the Pre- 
{ence of an innumerable Company of bleſſed Angels. Here in this 
lowerWorld we have many bad IG ſome deceicful and hy- 
pocriticalz and ſome covetous z and ſome treacherous; others pro- 
felling they know God, but in Works deny him ; having a Form 
of Godline(s, bat deny the Power. Theſe are ſome of = 
rillous 

imesz but in the Heavens a there is no room or place for 
ſuch unworthy Gueſts, but our fellowſhip and Companions will be 
the heavenly Hoſt of Saidts and Angels, adorned with Purity and 
Innocency, which ſhall be then and there our Society. 

(z.) In relpert of Pleaſure Heaven is truly called Paradiſe, 
where is fulnets of Pleaſure and all pleaſant things whatſoever, more 
than Heart can wiſh or Tongueexprels ; "Eye hath not ſeen, Ear heard, 
neither hath it entred into the Heart of Man, the things God hah prepared 
for 
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certain in their [.1juyments, perpecual for continuance. Kat T wane * 
Words to declare the vaſt difference between this and the next 
World's Pleaſures. . 

(3.) In reſp-& of Honours. . Another thing this World feek (o 
much . for, and prels fo hard after, and expoſe themſelves to ſuch 
Hazards to accompliſh, is this World's Henour : yet when all is done, 
Honour is but a fading Thing, very mutable and uncertain, in Ho- 
nour to day, and Diſhonour to morrow, We have lived co expe- 
rience the Tiuth of chis Point in our own Days and Times : butthe 
Honours that are abovein thenext World, 'as they are more excel» 
lenr, (o thi-y are more certain and permanent; we ſhall be rightHeits 
of Heaven, Joint Heirs wich Chriſt, even Kings and Prieſts, and ſhall 
rule and reign with Chrift ; chey ſhall have given them « white 
Stone, ' and a new Name, Even Tokens of Favour and Honour, 
which mn» Man knows,” ſaving the Poſleflor z Chriſt's true Paſtors, 
and faithful Miniſters, and true Believers, ſhall, when che chief 
Shepherd ſhall appear, receive 4 Crown of Glory, and Honour, and 
Dignity, that never fades away. When we have all ſaid what we 
can, a Man may ſooner tel] what is not in Heaven, than give an 
Account of the Joys and Digniries enjoyed in Heaven. e may 
ſay as the Qyeen of Sheba ſaid of So/omon's Renown, one half -was net 
told of bis Honour and Fame, ere «s 4 greater than Solomon, a King 
of more glorious reaown, who only can give the Poſſethi .1n of thac 
glorious Crown and everlaſting Kingdom. 

(4.) In reſpe& of Treaſures. Treaſures of this World are 
bur periſhing _=y at molt, and uncertain at beſt, and laſt but for 
a (hort time 3 and we are prohibired by our Soveraign Lord, to 
lay up Treaſure in' this preſene World, becauſe it may be corrupted 
and ſtoll'n from us 4 bur to lay up Treaſurein Heaven, where FE 
is no Corruption; no danger of Thieves that ic ſhould be ſtollen : - 
And as it is far better Treaſure, fo it is far more ſafe and ſecure, 
eveq-our of the teaclrot al! —_ and out of fear of all Din- 


o_ 
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ws. This heavenly Reward is ſo great, as it cannot be numbred ; 
["precions, 25 -It cannot be. valued ; "ſo gloriops, as ic canng; be 
-uttered; 26d 10 laſting, as it cannot be ended. When the Hebrew 
Chriſtians (@ the loſs of rheir Goods, they comforted them- 
elves in this Knowiedg, That in Heaven they had a better and 
more enduring Subſtance. Ra 


There are four things chat heavenly Things far excel and tran(- 
cend earthly Things in. 


1, In Quality. 

2. In Quantity. 

3- In Certainty- 

4 In Perpetuity. 


1, 'In reſpe&t of Quality, the Nature Divine, Spiritual, and 
Holy; Heavenly, not periſhing, but Everlaſting. 
2- Inreſpe& of che Quancity, Inzaluable, Unmeaſurable, Tn- 


comparable, more Excellent, more Abundant, more Famous, Un- 
oy and Glorious. If Sr. Pas! that hath been there, and hath 
a fight of that Glorious Place, And heard word: wnſpeakable, which 
is not lawful nor poſſible to be uttered, 2 Cor. 12.4. How thould we 
that are ſo many Degrees inferior to St. Pa»!, declare the Excellency 
and unwordable Glory of theſe unmealurable Riches,and unparallel'd 
, and everlaſting Felicities ? 
% 3. In reſpect of the Certainty, for which Bleſſed Eſtate we have 
3 | Heavens Security 3 for God hath ſaid, 7 will never leave thee nor for- 
. 


ſake thee, my Grace ir ſufficient for thee and as the Lord hath -prepa- 
I a Crown and Kingdom d his dear Children, (o he will keep 
them by his Power through Faith unto this Salvation, even guide them by 
his Ppt, and guard them by his Angels, until they are broughc 
into full 10n. All things here are mutable, uncertain and 
changeable ; but in Heaven all things are ſtable, unchangeable, un- 
moveable, and unalterable ; and all the Mirth and Melody injoyed 
there, ſhall be certain, immutable, and eternal. 
f 4+ In reſpet of Perpetuity. The beſt Things we can poſſes in 
y this lower and troubleſome World, are but periihing, and in a 
” If ſhort ths come to a Period, and may be concluded to be but +«- 
{f 'wity and texation of Spirit z but the precious Things enjoyed above in 
je next World, are perpetual, even an Inheritance Immortal, that fades 
not 
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(11) "a 
not away, This fills up the Meafure of the Saints. gre 
their Happinel5 is not tranſitory, but abides to all Erernity,” 
there is matchleſs and endleGs Blifs and Felicity, and Crowns of” 
never-ending Glory. ith pet: 
Having now done wich the Probation and Confirmation of the” 
Doctrine, I will now proceed to improve the Point, by. way of 3 
uUkle and Application. | _— 


Firſt, A Uſe of Examination. How muth it doth c 
us to look into che Cauſe why. ſo many worthy Inſtruments _ 
eminent Miniſters have been called Home, and lacely raken away | 
from us, that were (o uſeful amongſt us, both to our [elves and os * 
thers. We are to try this Cauſe in our own private Cor the ro 
examine (criouſly in our {elves whether we have notc 
the Cauſes of theſe great Loſſes ;.ſor doubtleſs there is a 4 
why it isthus wich usz and whether for our great Unw 
thele great Bleſſings are.not taken from us; whether we * 
ſuch ptecious Inſtruments while we teaped Benefit by that 
the Lord ſhould be pleaſed co make us know the Worth of 1 
and ths . Privilege we enjoyed by them-in the. loſs and want © 
them z whether we did eſteem them highly for their Work's fake1 
whether they did. got labour under fome Diſcouragements, for 
want of the good Countenance and juſt Encouragement of ſud as 
have Benefic by cheir paiaful Laboursz whether we paid due 
Reſherts, and gave that double Honour to them, that ſo- 
and faithfully laboured in the Word and Dorine z and 
God Almighty hath not now removed them, becauſe choſe that 
gained Good by them have too much ma ry them, and have 
not truly and (ſenſibly valued chem, neither have been really thank- 
ful ro God for them, being publick and nee Helps for the en- 
lightning and eſtabliching of profeſſing Chriſtians, and for the in- 
ſtruRing and converting Sinners in the Neighbourhood and Na- 
tion. 
2, To emits whether we have conſidered the Greatneſs of 
the Loſs we agd others have ſuſtained, now ſuch needful Helps are 
removed z whether we have enquired of the Lord wherefore he 
contends. with us, and ſeems to be diſpleaſed and angry with us : 
and to examine whether we have been really ſenfible a raly ſor- 

'< che 


towful for fo great a Loſs. When the Prophet Samue 
People of 1/ae! aſlembled grey and lamented him z, 
Z 


—_—..-..- 
_ devout Men carried the Martyr Stephen to his Burial, there was 


{ tation. And in 1/e. 57. 1. the Prophet makes a- great 
has aint, That the Righteous periſh, and none lays it to heart 5, and 


_ , merciful Men are taken away, ard none con;iders that the Righteow are 


taken away from the Evil to come, If that were my Bulinels, I ſhould 
nor. doubt to give many Signs of the approach of evil Times, and 
this may be one : Whether this be not Heart-work, and whether 
we have laid theſe things to heart z whether we cried out with Ua- 
vid, Help, Lord, for the faituful fail re a Men; and to conſider 
what great Cauſe we have to be humbled, and to grieve and mourn 
for (o great a Breach, and the loſs of ſo mary worthy Inſtruments, 
who were.uſeful in their places both to the Good of Mens Souls 
and Bodiesz ſurely we may truly ſay, we were not. worthy of 
thaw: we ſhould enquire whecher we have begged God's Pardon 
for the oy of our holy Things, and underprizing Goſpel-means, 
the lols of ſo many Goſpel-Miniſters. | 
n 25 To examine and conſider how far it may concern us with 


ion to thoſe of Chriſt's miniſtring Servants in being, and yer - * 


on this ſide their Graves : If we have made any Reflection upon 
qurdelves of any Default in us touching choſe already called to 
their long Homes 3 and. whether che conſideration thereaf ſhould 
not be an Argument to perſwade us, and a Motive to move us to 
prize them the more, which the Lord doth yer lend us to be Helps 
co us in our Souls Aﬀairs. We can diſcern a Dearth when it's 
coming upon us in Temporals, but whoſe Eyes are open ro foreſee 
.a r coming upon us in our Souls Concernments ? There are 
great Complaints already in many places for want of Goſpel-Inſtru- 
mentsz we may entertain a ſear of an approaching Famine, not on- 
ly of Bread and Water,” but hearing the Word ſpoken, becauſe of 
our not Prizing the Fulneſs, and improving the Plenty of che 
Means of Grace, Bur let us be wiſe, and diicharge our Chriſtian 
Obligations to the Lord's faithful Labourers, leſt the Negle& ſhould 
cry in the Ears of -the Lord of Sabbaths; and endeavour to make 
the Burden of their Office more eaſy and comfortable to them, 
and eſteem them highly for their Work's ſake, that they may 
chearfully diſcharge their Duries in all their reſpeive Places, that 
they may give'a good Account of rhe Peoples Souls in the great 
Day of Accounts; that they may do it with Joy, and not with 
Grief, for that is unprofitable far the People, and may amount to 
an Obſtruction in cheir giving up their own Accounts, ay = 
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double Duty from Chriſtians to their Miniſters, 
obey their Sermons, and ſubmic to thejr Cenſures z 


4 - 
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their Do- 


- Qrine, and ſubinic to their Diſcipline: It is alſo the Duty of Chriſt's * : 


Churches co pray ſor their Miaiſters; that Go would make them- 
able Minilters of the New Teſtament ; chat he would be 
to augment and increaſe their Gifts and- Graces, and give a 
double Po:tion of his Spirit, that they may preach 

ſearching, and (ound Dattrine, that may be-profitable, wholſome 
and healchſul to their precious Souls 3 and that 'the Lord would. 
pive them Utrerance, ſtrengrhen their ny ovary them 
rom Temprations, and that chey may be deliver unreaſo- 
nable Mens Hands. | 

4; To examins and conſider whether there is not ſome Obli- 
gation remaining that reſpe&s Chriſt's Churches, with relation to 
a Succeſſion of Miniſters, to pray that God would: be pleaſed to 
pile, qualify, raiſe ap and appoint more able Miniſters, and thruſt 

orth more faithful and effetual Labourers ia the Work of the Go- 

ſpel, that may be powerful Inſtruments to convert Sinners, and co 
regulate, unite and eſtabliſh Chriſtian Societies. "The: Lord, our 
Sovereign Lord and Maſter, hath AT 2 particular Charge to his 
Diſciples ro pray to the Lord of the Harveſt to (end forth-Laboy- 
rers inco his Hurveſt. The Lord obſerving the People ſcattered as 
She:p, without a Shepherd, he was moved with Compaſhon z he 
appoints his Followers to make Prayers and Addreſles, and fac- 
nithes chem with Arguments,. that is, the greatneſs of the Harveſt, 
and the fe;vneſs of the Labourers, Mat; 9. 35, 37- And it bejag our 
Condition even at this Time, methinks-we thou'd have Compal- _ 
fon in ome meaſure, like our dread- Sovereign, to- conſider the 
preſeat Need and Want of painful Labowers, about the preſent 
Goſpel-Work in theſe Days : wy was never more needfu}, 
proper and (eaſonable ro put! up, as Duty biges us, and our great 
Occaſons oblige us, to be fervent and con(tant with God in our 
humble Addieſles at the Throne of Grace, to beg 2 Sopply of Go- 
ſpel Miniſters, in order to the repairing our great Loſles. 

The Arguments in the Text may ſenſibly and cruly be expreſt, 
The Hovel i very great, and the Goſh: Laborrers very few; K 
would be great pity God's 1 others ſhould wane good La- 
bourers for the neglect of the” earneſt Prayers. Weuſero 
ſay; That Man that is for a general Good, i the Common-Wealth's 
Man: So we may ay, That Chriſtian that is the moſt generally 
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| (14) : 
i for the-good. of precious Souls, is the beſt Chriſtian 3 that+ 
" 15, hes moſt like co his Lord and Maſter Chriſt in Picy and Com- 
paſſion :' And. ſo mn the diſcharge of - our own Duties we ſhall give 
and leave 2 good Example to others. | a 
| Now a Sermon is nor effectually heard, until it is pondered, pro- 
ved and practiſed; Be 3e doers, and nor only heavers, for ſo we may. 
deceive our ewn Son's, God bath joined Hearing and Doing together ; 
That which God hath joined together, let no Man pat aſunder, One ask- 
- ing another if the Sermon-was done? He anſwered, The Preacher 
hatch done ſpeaking for cis 'Time,' but the Sermon is not done, 
until the Hearers have practiſed what hath been preached ; As Sr. 
fames (peaks, He that is not a forgetful Hearer, but a Doer of the Word, 
that's the Man that ſhall be bleſt in his Deeds, _ , 
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Secondly; A, ſe of Information, to inform and acquaint our 
' - ſelves withour ſelves: ro know our (elves, is a great piece of Know- 
ledg. Touching the Point in Queſtion, to apply it 1n particular, in 
4 wiſe and (erious confideration of our latter Ead,. the Tex+faith, 
To die”: St. Paul this great Ambaſſador, muſt die. he rather defires 
t than fears it ; he knows he muſt paſs through Death, - in order to 
obtain Everlaſting Life : We are all dying Men, and ate all under 
that Sentence, In dying thos ſhalt die. 


There are three things wherein we ought to be informed, and are 
very neceſlary to be conlidered. 


z. What we ares all dying Men, fubje& to donde. The 
Prophets, where are they ? do they live for ever ? The Apoſtles of Chriſt, 
| what were they but mortal Men, gone to their long Home ? The 
W- faithful and painful Miniſters of late” Years, where are they ? Cal- 


led Home, and fallen afleep in their Gravesz we are all mortal. 


appointed 
equivalent to Death : And as fob ſpeaks, 
All my ;nke will 1 wait-wntil my Change come. co ; 
the greateſt Change of all Changes z -tis the wicked Man's Ship- 


wrack 
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wrack unto Evetlaſting Miſery, but the godly Man's Reſt 
bour to Everlaſting og Miter. had need always to-be 
membrance, as King Philip was, who had a Child come evay; , 
ing to his Chamber-Door, and cried to him:with a loud Voice, -. 
ſaying, Philip, thow art a Man mortals and he went not out of his -— 
Chamber til] the Child had thrice ſpokea thoſe words. - And as 
ren ſaid _ oy _ mA to prepare ay things = 
ceſſary for this Life, quite forgot ta preparation for Dea 
Ler us endeavour (o to live to die, that we may (o die to live with 
Chriſt eternally. 


2. What we do, or what we are doing, whether we be doing 
our own Wills, the Wills of Men, or the Will of God z whether 
we have conlidered the End of our Beings, 'or for what End we are 
placed for a time in this World. It woutd be great pity if we 
come into the World, and ſhould return again out of the Worl 
and yer{hould not anſwer the Ends for which we have our Beings 
inthe World. 

The Ends are three ; 
(1.) Toglotify God, 
( 2.) The Good of our Souls. 
( 3. ) The Good of others. 

(1.) To glorify God. 'Tis the End of our Creation and Re- 
demption : We are bought with a dear Price ,, we are therefore to glorify 
Ged in our Bodies and Spirits For we are not 2t our own diſpoſe, bur 
we are God's by right of Purchaſe. We ought always to live to his 
Praiſe, who died to bring us to everlaſting Happinels3 for all the , 
Time we have lived and not an(wered this great End, we have 
lived like dead Men in the World : Tow hath be quickned who ave dead 
in Treſpaſſer, Epheſ, 2. 1, Let the Dead bury the Dead : Perſons 
are reckoned dead, until chey come to live to God. Some reckon 
their Days, and date their Years, not from'their natural Birth, bur 
from their new Birth 3 not by Generation, but by Regeneration, 
from the time the Lord hath RG them by his Power and 
Grace, to live a New-birth Life to his Glory and Praiſe, -and fo 
ow = live to anſwer the chief End of being placed in this 

orld. 

( 2.) Another End of our being placed for a time in this World, 
is to take diligent care of our precious and immortal Souls z even to 
take care for their Health and Wealth,and to look out for maſon 
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and ſoand Nocriment for the Soul. - Mar liver not by | Bread only, but 
by every Word that proceeds out of the Mouth of God : For God pro- 
vided in his Word plenty and variety of Son's-Food, and fincere 
Milk, healthful Bread, and wholſome Meat and Drink ; bur ir is 
our part todefire it, and to uſe the Means to obtain it and poſſeſs it, 
and to feed and feaſt our Souls with theſe heavenly Proviſtons, 

zlyz, Totake care of our Souls O,nament, and that they may be 
ſutably clad and adorned,” as becomes the Children of our Fa:her 
which is in Heaven; and toexercile Faith, that we may be clothed 
with the Robes of Chriit s Righteouſne(s, and to pur'on the Wed- 
oe ge to be ready ag.in(t che Bridegroom comes 3 and be clo- 

with Humility and Piety, which are beautiful Ornaments in 
the fight of GoJ, good Examples to our Chriltian Brethren, and it 
will alſo recommend Religioa to the Neighboarhood and Na- 
£10n. 
314; To take care for our Son's Peace,. Quietnes, and Content- 
ment, and always to waic upon that Means co which the Lord hath 
promiſed Peace and Reſt to our Souls. True Peace is the firſt Fruits 
of Heaven upon Earth. The Kingdom of Heaven conſiſts nor in 
Meats and Drinks, but Righteouſnebs an Peace, and Joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt. This is Meat and Drink which the World knows 
notof, that which Men can neicher give to us, nor take from us : 
This is that Peace which paſlech all Under ſtandings this Tranquilli- 
ty will give Comfort in the Time of Life, and Conſolation at the 
_ of Death ; for indeed, to (ay the Truth, ic is Heaven upon 


44; To take diligent cate for our Souls Preferments our. pre- 
cious Souls are our beſt Treaſure, and ought always to be our chief- 
eſt Care; and always to take good heed we make not Priſons of 
our Bodies, to reſtrain the Liberties of our Souls, whoſe Nature is 
to prefer 4s Afirs avove and before earthly Things : our 
doing Good, and our laying out for God in this prelent. World, is 
a laying up for our (elves Treaſures above in Heaven, even a lay- 
ing up in S:ore againſt the Time co come: And this is our greateſt 
Prudence, and our chiefeſt Provideace, when we lay up Treaſure 
againſt che next Change, when we fo ſerve God as to endeavour to 
obtain aa Intereſt in the next World. | 


3. Whither we are going; whether we are going the Way that 
leads to Deſtruction, or the Way that leads to Life Drngg: 
| ur 
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Our bleſſed Saviour hath pom us an Account of two Ways in the 
7th of Matthew, and marks them out by ſeveral Notes for our ber- 
ter Direction and Obſervation z as the wide G ate, and the ſtrait Gate 
the broad Way, and the narrow Way; by many that go the broad Way, 
and few that go the narrow Way, That Way that leads to Deſtrudti- 
on hatch theſe chree Marks, A wide Gate, a broad Way, aad this 
Way leads to Deſtruction 3 and many there be that fall rherein, 
which is by fleſhly Generation, The Way that leads to. Life hath 
theſe three Marks, A ſtrait Gate, a natrow Way, and this leads to 
Life Everlaſting ; yer few there be that find it. This is the Way of 
Regeneration, or the being born again 3 and our Saviour of bleſ- 
ſed Memory, who hath merited a Kingdom for his Diſciples and 
others, and alſo in his great Compaſſion ta their Souls, would nor 
have them -loſe their Way in this Wilderneſs-world, but ſeriouſly 
obſerve his Marks and DireRions, and frive to enter in at the (trait 
Gare, and keep the narrow Way, which will lead them to the pur- 
chaſed Pofleflion. Some may conceit themſelves, and depend u 
on falſe Reſts, and think to doas the moſt do, is moſt ſafe ; butthe 
fewelt in number are che moſt like co be in the right Path, which is 
moſt ſafe, becauſe it leads to Everlaſting Life. 


A third Uſe may be of Exhortation. There is one thing more 
to be conſidered by every one that expeRs an Intereſt in this great 
Gain. 'Tis appointed for Men, or all Men, once to- die; fo after 
Death comes Judgment, as St. Pasl includes himſelf, ſaying, 
muſt all appear before the 7udgment Seat of Chriſt, to receive according to 
what we have done in the Body, whether it-be good or bad. Every one 
muſt give an Account of himſelf co God it therefore doth highly 
concern every Mortal Man, becauſe no Mar hath the certainty of 
his Life, no not for a moment, to be conlidering and preparing for 
Death and Judgment : And it may concern and become every dy- 
ing Man, to do as the poor Priſoners oft-times do, who hold a 
private Seifions among themſelves, before the general Afſizes 
comes, and (o try every Man's Caule after che Rule of the Coun- 
try's Laws, and lo come to diſceru and uuderſtand whoſe Cauſe will 
hold and ſtand before the Judges of the Land. 

Ler us be exhorted to rake Counſel and be wiſez let every Man 
yudg- him(elf while he hath t'me, before che evil Days come of 
Sickn{s. and Sorrows, decays of Strengeh and Capacities, wherein 
we (hall ſay, we have no pleſure in them, Let every Man jucg 

G himſelf, 
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himſelf, keep Court, try bis own Cauſe, call in Evidence,and do Ju- 
ſtice z For if we would judg our ſelves, we ſhynld not be judged of the Lord, 
wor condemned with the World, Let ys take heed of (urfeiting our (elves 
with this World's Cares, and the Day of Death and Judgment 
come upon us unawares 3 but let us watch and pray, and prepare 
vur (elves againſt chat Day, that our Lives may be confonanc to 
Goſpel-Laws, that when the time ſhall come we may ſtand before 
the Son of Man. | | | 

Let us judg therefore our ſelves, eſpecially in three chings, which 
are comprehenſive of the Subſtance of our preparative -Afairs 
and doubtleſs it doth concera every Man that hopes to obtain chis 
great Gain, 


z, Let us be exhorted to prove our own' ſelves, whether we have 
the new Birth, and the inward Woik of Regeneration. 
"2, To prove whether we do viſibly profeſs and practiſe che true 
Chriſtian Religion, © 
3. Whether we do. adorn the true Profeſſion with a blamelgts 
Life, and a good Converſation. 


1. Whether we can and do experience the real Woik of Con- 
verſion and Renovation 3 whether we are born again, and Chriſt 
be formed in us 3 whether we are changed into the ſame Image of the 
Lord; even as by the Spirit of the Lard : \Nhetheg we are rexewed in the 
Spirit of our Mind : Whether we are. new Creatwres, and all things are 
become new ,, Or 2$ the Greek, of the new Creation, The rey new 
makes, or creates anew the inward Parts of Man, and {anctifies 
and qualihes him for his Worſbip and Service here, and fits and pre- 
pares him for his great Reward hereafter z and when God is pleated 
eo call cheſe ro their Jong Home, to die is their great Gain. . 

2. Whether we do. vilibly profeſs and practite the true Chriſtian 
Religion in Heart and Form, conſonant to the rrue Pattern, and a- 
greeable to the firſt Inſticution given forth by our Lord and Sove- 
reign, both in reſpect of DoGtrine and Duccipline 3 and in a!l things 
to obſerve dug Order and right Government, conſanaut to the Roles 
of the New Teſtament z and let all chat-bear the Name of Chriti's 
Miniſters, take heed of the Hypocrily of the Phariſees. Our $3- 
viour having a Proſpect into their Hearts, as well as their Lives, 
calls them KEypecrites, ſaying, Tor honour me with your Lips, but your 
Hearts ave, tar from me, Mark 7. 6, A People may be very at 
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Jons in their Religion, and yet may worſhip Chriſt in vain; as onr 
Lord and Mitter hath not only exprefled, but he hath alfo explai 
ed it, ver. 7. ſaying, In vain do ye worſhip me, teaching for Dottrines 
Mens Commandments, You lay alide and reject rhe Precepts and 
Conſtitutions of God, that ye may keep your own Traditions.and 
Conlticucions but every good Chriſtian ought to do direRly contra- 
ry to fuch Pharifaical Men, even to lay afide and reje&t Mens Tre- 
ditio::s and Conltirntions, that we may keep and praiſe the 
Lord's Precepts and Appointments; as the wife Man So/omer, who 
L gives us a Breviat of the whole Duty of Man, not the Invention of 
” Man, but the whole Duty of Man : What's that ? Fear Ged and 
krep his, the Lord” s, Commandments for God will bring every Wark and Re- 
ligio1jnto judgment, with every ſecret thing, whether it be Good, or whe- 
ther it be Evil, And-in the 24 of the Romans, In that Day when God 
will julg the Secrets of Men according to the Goſpel, We that live un- 
d&r the Goſpel, muſt be judged by the Goſpel: Then will the 
Lord awaken People out of their fecrer Conceirs and falſe Reſts, 
in their keeping their Sins, and neglecting their Duties, depending 
j upon humane Wiidoms, humane Powers, greatneſs of Numbets, 
and the Footſteps of their Forefathers: But chey that would wor- 
ſhip God acceptably, muſt worſhip the only -true God with right 
Matter, and after a true Manner, with an uprigns and true Heart, 
and to a right and true end, for ſuch only ſhall be accepted and-com- 
mended, approved and rewarded, 
3- Whether we do adorn the true Chriſtian Profeſſion; by a 
blamele(s Life and good Converſation z as St. Pas! (ſpeaks in this 
Chapter, Only let your Converſation be as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt : 
wherein St. Pa»! explains what it 15 as becomes the Fe 
to preſerve a Charity and Unity of Minds among themſelves, and 
to ſtand in one Spirit, ſtriving and fighting together for the Faith of 
the Goſpel 3 keeping Golpel-Orders, as good fpiritusl Souldiers, 
under their Captain Ghril Jeſus 3 fervent Supplications, ſound In- 
ſtructions, Chriſtian Union, and a Goſpel-Converſation: all which 
being met together, preach inviting Lellons, and powerful LeRures 
to the Neighbourhood and Nation, and which is the ornamental 
Part of Chriſtian Religion z which is much wanting in thoſe thac 
are of the true Profeſſion. A good Life and Converſation may be 
very uſeful ii a threefold reſpect. 
3. In well-doing, and by an boneſt Converſation, we ſhall pur 
to ſilence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men. 
C2 : 2. By 
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z, By a blameleſs Life, and good Converſation and good Works, 
which when others ſhall behold jin them, may move them to glorify .. 


"God inthe Day of their Viſitation, 


3. St. Peter Coth intimate, That a good Converſation was more 


* Powerful to win Souls than Do&trine 3 Cayiog, .IF any Man will nor 


obey the Word, he may withont the Word be won by a good Converſation, 
But St. Paxt is tranſported to a higher Regiqn, laying, Onr Comerſ+- . 
tien # in Heaven : T0 he lived among earthly Inhabicants, yer his 
Hear and Aﬀections were among the Heavenly Citizens, his dear 
Relations, his choice Deligtits, and his chief Treaſures. 

Having now concluded upon this more private Judgment, I would 
add a few words touching a more viſible and publick Jadgment : 
One ſpeaking of Judgment, on Marth, 27. 19. faith, The Original 
ſignifies a 7ribmnal, or a place of one (peaking in a Sermon, or Judg- 
ment :. And not unlike, a" ſuch an Aſlembly may be called a 
<piritual Comrt, tO try Spiritual Caules z even to examine and prove 
whether we be in the Faith of Jeſus, and co try our Evidences, and 
what Title and Intereſt we have to the preſent Promiles, to ſpiritual + 
Privileges, and Covenant and Soul-bleſſingsz and to make jydg- 
ment of our Right and Aſſurances we have in our ſelves, in order 
to obtain and polleſs Celeſtial and Eternal Benedictions, alſo to ex- 
erciſe right Diſcipline in our Congregations 3 _and alſo in our Fami- 
lies, without any knowing of Faces, regard to Relations, favouring 
Caules, or reſpe&ing of Perſons; to execute true Judgment with 
that Juſtice and Equiry in our petty Seſſions, as may be approved by, 
chat great and juſt Judg of d<e World at the laſt Judgment Day and 
general Aſſzesz and when we hear theſe chings in our Ears, and 
the Word founding like a Trumpet, . ler it put us in mind' to pre- 
pre for Death and Judgmenr: And ſo much of this more viſible 
ſudgmentr. ; 

Laſtly ; To touch) a little of the laſt and general Day of 'Judg- 
ment, having ſaid ſomething of a more private exercile of Judg- 
ment, and alſo a more viſible judging our ſelves in our Congrega- 
tional Aſſem>ties, andin our own Families: I would alſo humbly 
enquire into the Methods and Proceedings of the great Judg of the 
W's . at the general Day of Judgment. Let us conſider alittle of 

ve thin 

1, Who is Judg. 2. Whohe will judg, 3. What he will judg. 
4. By what Rule he will jadg. 5. What is the Nature of che Sen- 
rence of the laſt Judgment. 

1. Who 


Car) 


1: Who is Julg. The Judg is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom God" 


hath ordained to judg the World in Righteowſneſ:; and in that Day to 
jndg the Secrets of Men by feſua Chriſt according to the Geſpel : We uſt all 
appear before the fudgment-Seat of Chriſt, 

2: Who he will jadg; All Men: #e muſt all appear, faith St. Pax!, 
before the Lerd, Judg of the World 3 for every Man muſt give Accornt 
of himſelf to Ged, Andas St. Jade (peaks, Behe/d, the Lird comes with 
ten thouſands of his Saints to execate fndgment npon all, and to convince all 


that ' are ungodly among them, of all. their hard Speeches which ungedly - 


Men have ſpoken againſt them. 

3. What ic is he will jadgz He will judg the- Thoughts 3 -and for 
every idle Word, for omiflion of- Duties, Tor commiſſon of Evils 
he will judg every ſecret thing, whether it be Good or Evil, known 
or unknown, in Heart or Life z whether in Ignorance, or againſt 


Knowledg z whether Moral, or againſt Goſpel ; whether againſt the - 


Lord, or againſt the People of God, or againſt fuch as know not 
God ; whether aberting* with others; and being paitakers of other 
Mens Sins, or giving. Counſel or Countenance to Sinners, 

4- By what Rule he will judg, He will judg according to his 
Word :*. The Words that | ſpeak ſhall judz you at the laſt Day He will 
judg according to Righteouſneſs, he will judg according to the Go- 
ſpel, according to what is written in his Books, and according to 
every Man's Works: and whecher we will be ruled and governed 
by the Goſpel or no, 'tis moſt certain we (hl a}l be over-ruled and 
judged by the Goſpel z and ic is God's G vodnefs and our Privi- 
lege, that the Lord is pleated to reveal m his Word his Methods 
and Manner of Proceedings; that we may know how to compare 
onr Lives with his Laws, and our Deeds with his- Proceeds, and 
our Practices aſterthe Rule of the Holy Scriprures. Chriſt is the 
Author of Salvation tg all them that obey him and his Goſpel. 
ndgment begin at the Howſ®of God, what ſhall be the End of theſe thee 
obey not the Gof, el of God? If the Rightewa ſearcely be ſaved, where ſhall 
the Ungedly and the Sinner appear ? Nurely they {hl} be quite ous of 
Diftance, that thall at laſt be found in Difobedience: And as 7eſw 
a9 the Saviour of all Men, eſpecially thoſe that believe, (0 he will come in 
flaming Fire, rendring Vengeance upon them that ktlow wt Gid, and obey not 
the Goſpel! of our Lord Jeſu Chriſt, So that upon the whole matter, 
we may conclude that it is ſafe for ſuch as obey the Goſpel; bur ir 
will tall fearfuliy; and be dreadful co all fuch as obey not the Golpe), 
which) is the Rale-rhat ſhall judga!l-che People that do or ſhall tive 
ander the Golpel. Now 
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Now having taken Inſpe&ion into the general Day of. Jadgment, 
Jt will concern and become us to take our Saviour's good Counſel, 
ro prepare and make ready againſt the time comes, For the Son of 
Man comes at an Hour when ye think not ,, therefore let us prepare our 
ſelves and our Witneſles in order to our Trial before the great Judg 
at the general Aſſizes : let che Miniſters of Chriſt "prepare for that 
Day. * Brethren, let us conlider whether we have diicharged the 
Office of a good and faithful Watchman, giving timely Warnings of 
approaching Dangers, leſt the Peoples Souls thould be required at 
. our Hands; as St. Pan ſpeaks, {aying, 1 am pure from the Blood of all 
Men, for | have not ſhunned to declare to 1on all the Counſel of God. And 
Jer us diligently make full proof of che Miniitry : I (peak croMini- 
ſters, .and alſo to all others, to prepare for the great Day of Ac- 
counts, and be ready with your Witnefles : True Faith, and fincere 
Obedience, is for the Soul a good Evidence ; a pure and clear Con- 
ſcience, void of Offence towards God and Men, 1s another good 
Wirn=6 at that time : All the good 'Acts and Works of our Lives, 
which are in God's Books, and are relerved upon Accounts, the 
great Judg will repeat and accept az a good Evidence at the great 
Day of the general Afſizes: Another great confirming Wicnels, is 
the Spirit of God witn<fling with our Spirits, that we are the Chil- 
dren of God : ſuch as live un tlie Faith of jeſus, and fo die in the 
Lord, ſuch are reputed happy, and pronounced for ever blefled ; 
Ten, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their Labours, and their Works 
do follow them, to evidence for them, When the Judgment Day 
(hail come, their Works are 1aid to follow them, not to go before 
to merit or purchale Saivation ; but we preſs towards the Reward 
merited and purchaſed by a more worthy Perſon, we are ſtriving 
angpanning to obtain and poſſeſs what is a;ready merited by our Sa- 

ur the Lord Jeſus 3 and ſo mach ſhall fufhce to be ſpokea touch- 
ing this Uſe of Exhortation. 


I wou'd touch at two things more and I have done; one Ule of 
Cantion, and another Ule of Conſolation, 


4/1, A Ule of Cantimm, Warning, and Chriſtian: Adimonition, The 
Point now to be conſidered, is the Nature of the Snrence of tlie laſt 
Judgment, Depart ye curſed into everlaſting Fire prepared for the Devil 
and bis Angels, 1 would do the Office of a Watchman, to give warn- 
ing of this eminent Danger and dreadful Condition, and to give you 

a 
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a Friendly Caution, and a Chriſtian Admonition, to conſider the 


feat{ul Conſequence of this dreadful Sentence. 


And, firſt, remember, this laſt 'and general Judgment is upon Liſe * 
and Deatly, not Natural, but Life and Death Ereroal, wichoure aty 


turcher Appeals'or ſuture Revocations. The rich Man in Hell, m 
tha deſperate Cale, (ends warning to his Brezh: oid coming 
into that dreadful Place I can do no lefs, as a well-wiſher to my 
Friends and Brechren, than admantih them to avoid thoſe dange- 


rous Ways that lead towards ſuch fearful Torments. It's none of 


my Bulineſs to give Sentence, but co give Warning to prevent a 
molt dangerous Conſequence. If we would conſider (erioufly, that 
our Acts and Deeds will follow us-to Judgment, it-would quicken 
Men to their Duties, and would prevent many Offences. 

( 1.) Beware and take heed of all forts of Idolatry, and the wor- 
fhipping falſe Gods, or worthippiog the true God in a falſe manner, 
of ſe:ting up Idols in our Hearts, Ler Chrilt's Miniſters and others 
be warned of teaching for Do&rines Mens Traditions, and fetring 
up their own Conſtitutions, leſt Chriſt (hou!d decer them for Hy- 
pocrites, and charge them for vain Worthippers- as he did cle Pla- 
rilees, who in the mean time rejected and 14id alizde God's Conlti- 
tutions 3 and profeſs they know God, bur in Works deay him. 
And all that do or ſhall add to, or diminiſh ought fromthe true 
Pattern and Form of found Doctrine delivered in the Name of 
Chriſt our Lord and Sovereign, and all falſe Worſhippers whatſo- 
ever, let all theſe fear the lols of. the greateſt Gain, and their being 
ſentenced co che greateſt Pain, without true Repentance, to prevent 
ſo dreadful a Conſequence. : 

(2,) Let all uncharirable and perſecuting Perſons, and ſuch aghave 
had no kindne(s for diſtrefſed ones in their Afflictions, 1 mean, 
Chriſt 5 deſpiſed Members hete in this World ; let them take heed 
of being found guilry of ſuch heinoas Crimes, left the Senzence 
be pronotinced againtt them, to be condemned and appointed to 
Ecernal Mileries. ; 

( 3.) Ler all covetous and earthly-minded Perſons lay theſe things 
to Heare, We have a ſort of Men inthe World, that if they can- 
not bring their Intereſt to Religion, then they will bring Religion rg 
their lntere(t; and make- Divine and Sacred Things {lrike Sail te 
ſerve their By-ends, which is very ignoble amongſt Chuiltians. Ler 
all carnal and' formal Chviltians beware, and all Temporiſers and 
Time-ſervers, all faiſe-hearted, wavering, and doubie-minded, ail 

flothful 
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Nothſul Perſons and Luke-warm Profeſſors, and fooliſh Virgins hae 
want Oil in their Lamps. and all flothful Servants chat have hid 
"and not improved their Talents. Moreover, all ſecure Perſons, all 
Atheilts and diſguiſed Hypocrices, ſhall be all unmasked,- derect:d, 


and lentenced : let them Tear and dread this ſevere Judg and dread- * 


ful Day of- the Lord 5 Curſed i every Man that doth the Work, of the 
Lord {lothfully, deceirfully, or negligen:ly, without Heart, and wich- 
out Liſe, pegs God is not mocked, what a Man ſors, that. he ſhall 
reap- All Back(liders and Apoſtatizers, all paiated Sepulchres, dil- 
ſembling Phariices, fair without but foul within z Lambs in Appa- 
rition, bur Wolves in Condition z all Clippers of Heavenly Coin, 
which is the highelt fore of Treaſon: And all other Offeaders not 
here mentioned, ought timely to fear and prepare for this dreadful 
Day of Judgment. Let us beware of Delays in cheſe ponderBus 
Things, for we are mortal, and have no leaſe of our Lives, bur 
bring it into ſerious remembrance, and truſt not to a Death-bed Re- 

rance; as one ſaid, lying'upon his dying Bed, © I mourn for this, 
being inchrall'd, becaule t orld left me before I left the World. 
Another worthy Friend upon his dying Day faid, © Now ſhould [ 
© be buſy for Eternity, and now I have no Capacity. Our Lives 
and Capacicies being at ſuch great Uncertainties, ought to be a for- 
cibie Argument to move us to make uſe of the preſent Opportuni- 
ries to endeavour to make Peace with God before we leave the 
World. And ſo much touching. this Uſe of Cantion, giving timely 
Warning, ard our Chriſtian aa Frieadly Admonitionz che Lord 
help co make Application. 


Fifthly, and laſly 3 A Uſe of Comfort. and Conſolation, and (0 I] have 
done. Such as die Chrilt's faichtul Miniſters, and (uch as live and 
die true Believers; ro them Death is Gain Immorcal and Ecernal 
yea henceforth ſaith the Infallible Spiric: which does lead me to ob- 
ſerve the Nature of that bleſſ2d Sentence, which thall be pronoun- 
ced in the behalf of che een. when the great Judg and -his 
glorious Train, even his Holy Angels, (hall_afſcinble cogether and 
judg al! Nati ns: then will our Lord and Sovereign make a new and 
exact Separation between the Sheep and the Goats z the Sheep on 
his right Hand, and the Goats on his leſt Hand : then ſhall the King 
ſay ro chem on bis right Hand, publickly repeating their charicable 
D-eds, their foving and kind Viſits, their Chriſtian and Frieq4] 
Entertzinmeats of him, which be counts che ſaine thing, aithoug| 

it 
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it was only done to his Brethren : then ſhall 
and allcrue Believers, for ever be 


. - l {i iſt — 
invited inherit the Everlaſt Kingdom prepare for 
invited tocome to inherit the Everlaſtin 

them from the Foundation of the World : Then ſhall the Wicked 


0 into Everlaſting Pain, bue the Righteous to Eternal Advantage 
nd Gain. But chis ſhall ſufhce. ay 


1. He was a Man ſubje& to the like Infirmities and pee) 
buried in 


rveſts i 
iſt's M 


on 
convincing Gainſa alſo a Labour in 
of the Truch and Faith of our Lord Jeſs and 


Steward(hi 
4+ He was a uſeful and profitable Preacher of God's Word, very 
and not long he had a good eaſy Method to be under- 
ich b ight the better be remembred 


Soom rhnnupugus 
eo give Encouragement to u er 
EEE 
tunuries, t move many toc 1nqui 

To conclude all, I would in Faith and Charity on his behalf, read 
that Text, 7 have fought a good Fight, I have finiſhed my Courſe, I have 
kept the Faith : Henceforth there is laid up for me 4 Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord the righteous Fudg will give me at that Day, and not to me 
rok but to them alſo that leve his appearing, and wait for his King- 


Reader, I thought good to advertiſe thee, that this plain Sermon 
was delivered in {ubſtance as it is here expreſt, both in reſpe& of 
Do&trine, Probation, &c. Yet in writing of it over, there are (e- 
vera] Heads added, and certain Particulars enlarged, yet nothing in 
Contradiion, but conſonant to the Subject Matrer. 


Certain Obſervations upon Mr. Thomas Ing's Life and Death, 
who departed this Life in May 1695. about the one and twen- 
rtieth Tear of bis Age : Which Particulars were delivered at 
the End of his Funeral Sermon, and now preſented as a Pat- 
tern for others imitation. 


 \ E obſerved the good Caunſel that Solomon gave to his Son's 

and we hope it was in an acceptable Time, and a good Ex- 

ample to other young Mens For he remembred his Creator in the Days 

| f 4s Youth: He was a fruitful Branch in God's Houſe, and zealous 
or his Truth and Cauſe. 

2, He leda ar good Life, and wasof a blamelefs Converſa- 
tion 3 ſo that he had gained a good Regort, both among his Fellow- 
Chriſtians, and alfo among his Neighbours; fo that at his Funeral, 
in the ſenſe of { great a Loſs, there was more than ordinary moutn- 
ing. very many . Tears, and great Lamentations, even by ſuch as 
were not his natural Relations. 

3. He hath given Evidence tothe World, that he was for a gene- 
ral Good : We count thoſe the beſt Common-Weilths Men, that 
are ſor the univerſal Benefit of the Nation, and thoſe werepure = 
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beſt Chriſtians, that do promote the greateſt Good, which is that * 
of precious Souls. 0 
| 4. He gave clear proofs of his Charity to pou Chriſtians, which 
is an eſſential .Part of Chriſtianity, and the Evidence we can 
make for our ſelves, in order to poſleſs everlaſting Rewards, which 
the great Judg will accept and requite at the-laſt .'1, 

5. Hewas a (enfible Man, touching the publick Afﬀairs of Chriſt's 
Churches, and bemoaned the great Loſs the Congregations had 
" ſuſtained, through che want of Goſpel-Labourers who had been late- 
ly taken from us therefore he ſaid it was the Deſire of his Soul, 
that God would raiſe up more ſuch eminent and worthy Miniſters 
chat might ſupply their Places. 

6. He'wasa prudent and provident Man 3 he honowred God with his 
Subſtance, and the firſt Fruits of his Increaſe 5 and in ſo doing he laid wp 
for himſelf Treaſure in Heaven, Beſides, he hath a Stock yer left be- 
hind, and a Trade going on ſtill in this World, for the Benefit of 
others, both in Soul and Body; and being dead, yer ſpeaksth, and yer 
doth Good, though he himſelf be gone to God, 

7, He was faithful and ſtedfaſt in the Service of God; he was a 
favourer and lover of good Men 3 he was a Pattern of good Works, 
2 good Example to his Fellow-Chriſtians, and a good Light to his 
Fellow-Creatures: Very courteous and ſociable conſidering his Cir- 
cumſtances, and a worthy Precedeat to all young Men, to remem- 
ber their Creator in due Time, before the evil Days come, when 
there will be no Pleaſure. Bur to conclude he having been a Pro- 
feſlor of the true Faith in his Life, hath now (ſealed to it by his 
Death : Therefore in Hope and Charity we believe of him, that 
having fought a good Fight, and finiſhed his Corſe, and kept the Faith, 
henceforth there is laid wp for him a Crown of Kighteomſneſr, which the 
Righteous [ndg will give him at kis glorious appearing and Kingdom, 


Theſe are the Particulars, and the Subſtance of what was declared 
of this young Man at the latter end of his Funeral Sermon : All 
which I with the Reader may be direRed to a right underſtand-- 
ing of, in order to make a Chriſtian and effectual Application, 


